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General Assembly Senate Joint
Resolution No. 15
February Session, 2000 LCO No. 520

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

Introduced by:
(JuD)

Resolution Proposing An Amendment To The Constitution To
Eliminate County Sheriffs.

Resolved by this Assembly:

That the following be proposed as an amendment to the
Constitution of the State, which, when approved and adopted in the
manner provided by the Constitution, shall, to all intents and

purposes, become a part thereof:
Section 1. Section 25 of article fourth of the constitution is repealed.

Sec. 2. Subsection a. of article twenty-six of the amendments to the

constitution is amended to read as follows:

a. The assembly and senatorial districts and congressional districts
as now established by law shall continue until the regular session of
the general assembly next after the completion of the taking of the next
census of the United States. On or before the fifteenth day of February
next following the year in which the decennial census of the United
States is taken, the general assembly shall appoint a reapportionment
committee consisting of four members of the senate, two who shall be
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designated by the president pro tempore of the senate and two who
shall be designated by the minority leader of the senate, and four
members of the house of representatives, two who shall be designated
by the speaker of the house of representatives and two who shall be
designated by the minority leader of the house of representatives,
provided there are members of no more than two political parties in
either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there
are members of more than two political parties in a house of the
general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties
other than that of the president pro tempore of the senate or the
speaker of the house of representatives, as the case may be, shall select
one of their number, who shall designate two members of the
committee in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that
house. Such committee shall advise the general assembly on matters of
apportionment. Upon the filing of a report of such committee with the
clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk of the senate, the
speaker of the house of representatives and the president pro tempore
of the senate shall, if the general assembly is not in regular session,
convene the general assembly in special session for the sole purpose of
adopting a plan of districting. Upon the request of the speaker of the
house of representatives and the president pro tempore of the senate,
the secretary of the state shall give notice of such special session by
mailing a true copy of the call of such special session, by registered or
certified mail, return receipt requested, to each member of the house of
representatives and of the senate at his or her address as it appears
upon the records of said secretary not less than ten nor more than
tifteen days prior to the date of convening of such special session or by
causing a true copy of the call to be delivered to each member by a
[sheriff, deputy sheriff]] constable, state policeman or indifferent
person at least twenty-four hours prior to the time of convening of
such special session. Such general assembly shall, upon roll call, by a
yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt
such plan of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper

apportionment of representation in accordance with the principles
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recited in this article. Thereafter the general assembly shall decennially
at its next regular session or special session called for the purpose of
adopting a plan of districting following the completion of the taking of
the census of the United States, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least
two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt such plan of
districting as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this
article.

RESOLVED: That the foregoing proposed amendment to the
Constitution be continued to the next session of the General Assembly
elected at the general election to be held on November 7, 2000, and
published with the laws passed at the present session, or be presented
to the electors at the general election to be held on November 7, 2000,
whichever the case may be, according to article sixth of the
amendments to the Constitution. The designation of said proposed
amendment to be used on the voting machine ballot labels and
absentee ballots at such election shall be "Shall the Constitution of the
State be amended to eliminate county sheriffs?"

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,

except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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